2019 LONG BEACH BRANCH NAACP

40TH FOUNDER'S
CELEBRATION
SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

The Long Beach Branch NAACP is in its 19th year of awarding scholarships to
students who plan to attend college or vocation, trade, or technical school. The
Branch also provides continued support for past recipients. Recipients were
selected based on a comprehensive application and judged using criteria that
included essays, verified community service, financial need, a minimum 2.5
GPA, and letters of recommendation. The Long Beach Branch NAACP
scholarships are memorial and non-memorial, funded by private donors and
donations to the Long Beach NAACP Scholarship Fund.

To establish or support a LB Branch NAACP Scholarship, you may mail
your donation to LB Branch NAACP Scholarship Fund - P.O. Box 1594,
Long Beach, CA 90801. For additional information, email the Branch at
mnaacp@gmail.com or call (562) 856-7586.

Adam Nagourney

Rainey-Pierson Memorial Scholarship
Adam Nagourney is a Long Beach native currently a Junior studying
biochemistry at Chapman University. His parents are both involved with
cancer research and inspired him to seek his own career in medicine. In
his freshman year of college, he participated in research in conjunction
with the University of California Irvine that was presented at the American
Society of Clinical Oncology. He is currently collaborating with the
Washington Hospital Center in Washington D.C. examining the role of
heated intraperitoneal chemotherapy (HIPEC) in the treatment of
advanced colorectal cancer. He hopes to complete his undergraduate
studies and continue on to Medical School in 2021 with a focus in cancer
research.

Jireh Deng
Mayor Ernie Kell Memorial Scholarship
Jireh Deng is a Sophomore at California State University, Long Beach. She
is currently pursuing her double major in Applied Math and International
Studies. Her goal is to become a public servant and to guide legislation
addressing socioeconomic disparities. She has played an active role in
CSULB student government as part of the Associated Student Inc. serving
currently as a Senator at Large and Lobby Corps board member. As an
Honors student, she is part of the TEDxCSULB team and will be the emcee
of the upcoming conference this February 2020. Passionate about writing
she is the Online Editor for the Honor Code Media and the recipient of the
Spoken Literature Art Movement Cycle V Workshop scholarship. As an
NAACP College Intern, she is grateful for the opportunity to participate in
community organization and work towards social equity in Long Beach.

Essence Moore

Dr. Matthew Jenkins Memorial Scholarship
Essence Moore is a Senior at California State University, Long Beach studying
Communications with a minor in Africana Studies. She is an active member
of the Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc; currently serving as the co-chair for
2020 Long Beach Step Show; while also interning with the Long Beach State
Athletics Marketing and Promotions Department. As the Executive Assistant
to the President of the LB Branch NAACP and the Black Community
Programs Director in CSULB’s Black Student Union, she is committed to a
lifetime of community service and efforts towards ending homelessness and
providing access to education in lower-income communities. She looks
forward to graduating at the end of this year and possibly working overseas
with a company in marketing and promotions while learning more about
event planning and hosting. In all her leadership positions she looks to
embrace everyone for who they are and respecting where they all come
from. Much of her accomplishments stem from her positivity and belief that
one should stand up for themselves and what they believe in.

Sydnee Burney

Rainey-Pierson Memorial Scholarship
Sydnee Burney is a Senior at St. Anthony High School looking to study
Business Administration at Prairie View A&M University. At her high school,
she is the Captain of her Varsity Golf team, an active student council
member, and a yearbook photographer. An active volunteer within her
community, she has dedicated hours to animal shelters, domestic violence
victims center and children’s home, and to the LB Branch NAACP. As part of
the NAACP Youth, she has helped to facilitate the Christmas Toy Drive,
packaging and soliciting toys; organized the Urban Ocean Festival painting
activity, participated in the planning committees for Black History, Youth
Dialogue, and last year’s 2018 LB NAACP Founders Gala. In everything she
does, she tries to emulate the characteristics of a role model by helping her
neighbor whether that is through tutoring, speaking out against
discrimination, or calling out bullies. One day she hopes to start her own
firm owning real estate and using her influence to be a power of good in
her community.

Bria Bradley

LB NAACP Founders Scholarship
Bria Bradley is currently junior at Cerritos High School and will
graduate in June 2021. She has been in the medical program for three
years so when she starts college she wants to major in health –
specifically public health,psychology or kinesiology. She has been a long
time member of the Long Beach branch NAACP and is a representative
of the youth branch. Bria demonstrates her leadership in school by
helping and being a part of an academic club called HOSA. She is also a
part of the Black Student Union which is a social club that plans group
events for people of color on campus. Her immediate goals are to finish
high school and successfully begin the journey of getting a Bachelor’s
Degree. She hopes to accomplish happiness in her life and commit to
helping others. She promotes equality, justice, and courage because I
treat others with kindness and always tries to guide people no matter
race or gender.

Edward Ellis II

LB NAACP Law Project Scholarship
Edward Ellis, former Long Beach NAACP Intern and Scholar, is a
Sacramento native. Ellis graduated from Millikan High School in Long
Beach and earned a Bachelor of Arts in English with an Emphasis in
Creative Writing from California State University, Long Beach in 2018. He
now works for The Fletcher B. Brown Law Firm, a worker’s compensation
and employment law firm, as Hearing Representative.

Joshua Martin
Dr. Matthew Jenkins Memorial Scholarship
Joshua Martin has followed in the footsteps of his mother and
grandmother serving his community as a third-generation healthcare
provider. He has worked two years as a Certified Nursing Assistant,
eleven years as a Licensed Vocational Nurse, and this scholarship is
aiding his pursuit of a Bachelor of Science in Nursing to become a
Registered Nurse. As a committed member of the Long Beach NAACP, he
has supported the “Silent Killer Disease” Program, an effort to educate
community members on the prevention, treatment, and management of
diabetes, high blood pressure, and heart disease. As a Black male nurse,
he hopes to be a role model to inspire other black youth to achieve
beyond their dreams. Joshua currently lives in Long Beach with his wife of
seven years and their five children.

Ammons Smith

Ernest McBride, Sr. Memorial Scholarship

Ammons Smith is a Senior at Wilson High School looking to study
Political Science or Psychology at either Morehouse or Hampton
University. As part of the LB Branch NAACP he has mentored younger
kids through 100 Black Men, spoke for the three past years on the LB
Branch NAACP ABA Law Day Program, Martin Luther King Jr. March, Toy
Drive, and participated in workshops with the local police department.
Through the Youth in Government Program with the YMCA, he has
drafted mock bills and presented them in the state capital before the
Lieutenant Governor. In all his involvements he strives to break down
stereotypes and the perceptions we may hold of people that are
limiting their potential. Ammons eventually plans to study law after his
undergraduate degree and then become an Intellectual Property
lawyer to protect people’s right to their original ideas and work.

Melanie Watkins
Gloria Thomas Book Scholarship
Melanie Watkins graduated from California State University,
Dominguez Hills and is graduate student at Pepperdine University
working on her Master's. She is currently working at Kaiser
Permanente as a Service Representative. Melanie has been a social
justice advocate since she was introduced to civil rights by her
grandmother.

David Evans

Outstanding Intern Leadership
David Evans attended Wilson high school. He graduated from California
State University, Long Beach with a Communication Studies Degree with a
certificate in Mediation. He is currently serving as an intern for the LB
Branch NAACP. He working in conjunction with the NAACP in regards to
the tennis, golf, and sailing program. He plans to run a mediation program
to facilitate the needs of troubled youth.

Lance Roberts Jr.

Drew Johnson Asenas

NAACP Youth Leader & Scholar

NAACP Youth Leader & Scholar

Lance Jr. Is an active protege of the 100 Black Men of Long Beach Inc.
mentoring academy housed at California State University, Long Beach,
where he has participated as a debater. He has participated in the American
University of Health Sciences Youth Health Advocacy Project, and the Christ
Second Baptist Church/100BMLB STEM summer academies. Lance Jr.
published two of his poems . Most recently, he published a story in the
Graphic Novel anthology, Young Graphic Novelist Dropping Super Hero
Stories for: Culture and Community . Lance is equally involved in the Long
Beach Branch NAACP and serves as a youth assistant to President Naomi
Rainey-Pierson. He is an avid learner and plans to attend an Ivy League
University. His career goal is to be a brain surgeon or professor.

Drew Johnson Asenas is in the GATE program at Minnie Gant Elementary
School. As a player in Long Beach Little League, he played for the Select 8 and
the Select 9 all-star teams, both won the District 38 Championship
Tournament; now he plays for the Long Beach Quakes. He is an active
participant in the Junior Ranger Program, visiting over 60 national parks,
historic sites, and monuments around the country to earn his Junior Ranger
badges from the parks he has visited. He also enjoys participating in MYART, a
musical youth theater company, where he has appeared roughly 20 shows in
Los Alamitos or Millikan High School on the mainstage. Drew has been a
member of the Long Beach Branch NAACP for more than five years and
shadows his father Dr. Kevin Johnson. He has helped with the Gala, LB NAACP
Holiday Toy Project, and Save Our Earth program in conjunction with the
Aquarium of the Pacific.

